THE VALLEYS EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Pastor

Peggy Berra, Organist
December 24, 2023 - 7:00 PM
      Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service

Instructions for Communion:                    

All who are baptized and/or believe in the Lord Jesus Christ are invited to partake of the Holy Communion at the discretion of their parents. The juice and bread will be served together in the pew with the cup of juice nested in a cup with the bread. Toothpicks are available if needed for the bread.
Instructions for Candle-lighting:

   After the Pastor takes the light from the Christ Candle you will be invited to receive the light. The Congregation will then light their candles starting in the front of the sanctuary spreading out to the back of the sanctuary. When the Pastor extinguishes the Christ Candle the Congregation will follow and extinguish their candles.

  Pre-Music

Prelude                         (Altar candles are lit)     
Greetings and Announcements    

Solo -              “The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy”     

                 Soloist - Katie Berra Accompanist - Alex Berra    
* Call to Worship:
Leader:
“On this holiest of nights,
People:
we come, joining the shepherds who are stunned by wonder.
Leader:
On this most silent night,
People:
we come, our hopes and dreams joining those of Mary and Joseph.
Leader: 
On this night of carols and candlelight,
People:
we come, our glad songs joining with the choirs of angels over us.

All:

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. Alleluia!

(1)  
*Opening Carol -     “O Come, All Ye Faithful”            Page 145
Lighting of the Advent Candle                 
Scripture:  Isaiah 9:2, 6-7  - Norine Goss
Carol  -       “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”              Page 123
                                  (Sing Verse 1)                              
Scripture - Luke 1:26-38 - Norine Goss 
Carol -      “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”            Page 124                                                                       
The Birth of Jesus
(Told in story form based on Matthew and Luke’s Gospels)

Narration by - Doris Hand
Carol  -        “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                Page 141

Carol  -                    “Away in a Manger”                     Page 157

 Carol  -   “While Shepherds Watch Their Flocks”       Page 135

                              (Sing Verses 1 & 2)

 Carol -                    “We Three Kings”                          Page 166
 Scripture - John 1:1-14 - Dan Yutronich
Solo -                           “O Holy Night”                           Page 148
                                         Katie Berra 
                         (Congregation Sings the Refrain)
Communion 

*Candle Lighting 
Carol -      “Silent Night! Holy Night!”              (Please see insert)
*Benediction

*Extinguish Candles
*Closing Carol    “Joy to the World”                (Please See Insert)
 Postlude -                   “Alleluia Chorus”                    


(2)
Welcome - We welcome you to this blessed Christmas Eve worship.  Christmas Eve is a joyous time for all who open their hearts and minds to the Christ Child. Let us allow the true meaning of Christmas to stir up love within us. May we sense the presence of the living Christ, whose glory has graced this beautiful earth.
Christmas Offering - This evening’s loose offering will go toward the Christmas Fund to help those-in-need.  The offering in the envelopes will go toward The Valleys general fund. Please put your offering in the basket in the rear of the sanctuary
Mary & Joseph - Scott & Theresa Miller
Shepherds - Elam & Daniel Miller

Angels - Marissa Faust, Kayla Gonder, & Bridget Campbell

Wise Men - Ed Berra, Leon Shaffer, Bob Endy
May you and your family

have a Blessed Merry Christmas!
                                                Pastor Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor
    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041
 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
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*

Carol

              “Silent Night”   


Silent night, holy night,



All is calm, all is bright



Round yon virgin mother and Child.



Holy infant so tender and mild,



Sleep in heavenly peace,



Sleep in heavenly peace.



Silent night, holy night,



Shepherds quake at the sight.



Glories stream from heaven afar,



Heavenly hosts sing alleluia;



Christ the Savior is born!



Christ the Savior is born!

          
Silent night, holy night,



Son of God, love’s pure light



Radiant beams from Thy holy face,



With the dawn of redeeming grace,



Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,



Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.    

*

Carol

              “Joy to the World!”   
Joy to the world! the Lord is come; 
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room,

And heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and nature sing,

And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth! the Savoir  reigns;

Let men their songs employ;

While fields and floods, 

Rocks, hills, and plains

Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat the Sounding Joy,

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow,

Nor thorns infest the ground;

He comes to make His blessings flow

Far as the curse is found,

Far as the curse is found

Far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace,

And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness,

And wonders of His love,

And wonders of His love,

And wonders, wonders of His love.
